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NEW DELHI: Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) aspirants
from the Capital who scored
lower than expected in the Joint
Engineering Examination (JEE)
Main are feeling sho

because the Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE)
has not extended the regis-
tration deadline for the JEE
advanced exam.

After a CBSE notification
on Monday evening that effec-
tively allowed students to review
their scores by providing them
answer keys, those seeking
admission to National Institute
of Technology (NIT') and other
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REGISTRATION DEADLINE

T asplrants say CBSE didn't give fair chance

centrally-funded institutes
heaved a sigh of relief.

However, it was too little too
late for those low scorers who
were aiming for Indian Institute
of Technology (IIT)s since the
last day to register for the sec-
ond round JEE advanced exam
was Monday.

The uproar over the scores
came to the fore on May 7 when
the JEE main results were
announced and many students
in the city were “shocked” with
their scores, which were about
25-30 marks below expecta-
tions. However, the most affect-
ed were those students who
missed out on the eligibility for
JEE advanced exam by just a
few marks.

CBSE RELEASED THE
ANSWER KEYS ON

MONDAY BUT IT WAS
T0O LATE FOR THOSE

HEACIEUAERIE I

“My son’s official score is 104,
which is very close to the cut-off
mark of 113 for general category.
He was shocked to see his marks
and is very depressed because
based on expert solutions, he
should get at least 124 which
would make him eligible,” said
Rajandrav Dayal from Noida,
parent of an aspirant.

Some students have even
missed out on the exam by one
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Monday’s notification does
not mention anything about the
extension of deadline for JEE
Advanced registration. ‘

CBSE spokesperson Rama
Sharma declined to comment on
the matter and CBSE Chairman
Vineet Joshi did not respond to
calls or text messages.

The JEE Main exam replaced
the All India Engineering
Entrance Examination for admis-
sion to NITs, ITITs and other
centra]ly-ﬂmded institutes this
year. Also, for the first time, the
entrance for admission to IITs is
being conducted in two stages:
JEE Main and JEE Advanced.
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53%: That’s what
this year’s UPSC
topper scored

Vishwa Mohan | Tnn

New Delhi: For the first time
in the history of the elite civil
services examination, the
UPSC on Thursday made pub-
lic the final marks of all suc-
cessful candidates who were
recently recommended for ap-
pointment toIAS, IFS, IPSand
other key central services.

Interestingly, only four of
them, including two women,
obtained more than 50%
marks in the exam, which is
considered one of the tough-
estin the country. Three of the
four are from Kerala.

The move to display final
markson the UPSC(Union Pub-
lic Service Commission) web-
site came following a direction
from the Central Information
Commission (CIC). Earlier,
UPSC used to send the marks to
all candidates individually. The
absence of final marks of suc-
cessful candidates in the public
domain had seen a number of
people moving the CIC, seeking
adirection to the UPSC.

Thelist for this year shows
that the topper, Haritha V Ku-
mar, a woman engineer from
Kerala, scored 53% marks
(1193 out of 2250). Italsoshows
that ‘general’ category candi-
dateswhoscored between 48%
and 50% got selected for the
top three services — IAS, IFS
and IPS — indicating that it is
tough to score high marks for
even those who opt for science
orengineering subjects.

In the ‘general’ category,
the cut-off was 42%, while in
other categories it went as low
as 35%. However, a number of

'SC, ST and OBC candidates
scored much higher marks,
which put them in the bracket

of toppers along with ‘gener--

a.l’ category candidates.

CRACKING

THE CIVILS

General category candidates
who got between 48% :
“and 50% marks got selected

for top three services, :
indicating that it is tough

to score high marks in

civil services exam

429% e
the general category

In other categories,
it went as low as 35%

The marks of successful
candidates, which were a
closely guarded secret for
long, also brought into the
open the scores in the inter-
view (personality test), which
carried 250 marks and which
used toplay akeyroleindecid-
ing the future of aspirants.
An official said making
marks of all successful candi-
dates public would not only
spare the panel of thousands
of RTI requests every year, it
would also bring transparen-
cytotheexamination whichis
conducted in three stages —
preliminary test, mainsexam-
ination and personality test.
Though there has been a
long pending demand to make
answer sheets of all candi-
dates who appear in the mains
examination public, UPSC is
not in favour of this. The mat-
ter is currently pending in
courts where the commission
has vehemently opposed the
move to share answer sheets
with either the candidates or

~ third parties.
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Our Bureau
Kolkata, May 16
There has been a steady rise in
the number of Indian students
pursuing higher education in
Russian universities.

The number of students en-
rolling in Russian universities
increased by almost 60 per cent
to 450 in 2012 as compared to
280 in 2011. A majority of
students enrol for medic
paramedical courses in R

Bhavya Dore
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MUMBAI: A visually challenged stu-
dent, who was nearly deprived
of the chance to pursue his pas-
sion for science in India, is now
set to go to the University of
Stanford for undergraduate stud-
ies in computers.

Kartik Sawhney, 18, a student
of Delhi Public School, RK
Puram, loved science, but CBSE
rules before 2010 forbade visu-
ally-challenged students from
pursuing the subject in Class 12.

While he managed to get the

.
s

said Timur Akhmetov of Kazan
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Enrolments in Russian varsities on the rise

State Medical University.
Indian students account for
nearly 15-20 per cent of the total
number of international stu-
dents in Russia. _
“While medicine is an area

that attracts a large number of -

students, we are also seeing in-
terest for other courses such as
engineering, foreign relations
and humanities,” Akhmetov
said at a press meet to announce
the Russian Education Fair 2013

“here on Thursday.

-Jointly organised by Rus Edu-
cation and Russian Centre for
Science and Culture, the fair is
aimed at informing students
about the availability of educa-
tion options in Russia. :

Talking about the unique ad-
vantages of higher education in
Russia, Akhmetov said, “The
cost of higher education is much
cheaper than that in US and UK
and the Russian education sys-
tem is well recognised and ac-
cepted throughout the world.”

HT Mumbai, May 17, 2013

Visually-impaired Indian student joins Stanford

CONSTANT HURDLES

Kartik Sawhney, 18 studied at the Delhi
Public School, RK Puram. When he was
entering Class 11, he got the CBSE to change
its rules, which, prior to 2010, didn’t allow
blind students to study science after Class 10

While applying to the IITs, he found that the
entrance was not blind-friendly. He moved
court in 2013 regarding this.

board to change its rule, he
encountered his next hurdle while
applying for the entrance exam
to the Indian Institutes of Tech-
nology, which, too, was not blind-

friendly. For three years, he strug-
gled to find a way to write the
test, and moved court this year.

Sawhney, in the meanwhile,
applied to universities abroad and
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There are nearly 700 State
higher education universities in
the country offering courses in
over 500 specialities.

“We have seen a rise in the
number of international stu-
dents coming to Russia for high-
er education. With the Russian
universities are fast expanding
its contacts into countries like
India, we hope that the number
will soon witness a rise in the
days to come,” he said.

shobha.roy@thehindu.co.in

was accepted by Stanford in
March. “The journey was dis-
couraging at times,” said Saw-
hney. “But it’s satisfying to have
gotten into Stanford, which has
a support system for visually-
challenged students. The II'Ts
don’t have such a facility.”
Stanford has assigned people to
assist Sawhney when he joins.
“Peoplebelieve the blind can’t
domaths and science,” said Neha
Trivedi, project consultant,
Xavier's Resource Centre for the
Visually Challenged, which helped
Sawhney with the battle. “Sawh-
nev’s story might change this.”



ISTORICALLY, political

leadership in our coun-

try hasalways connected

education with econom-

icdevelopmentasreflect-
ed in the various national documents
like the Radhakrishnan Commission
Report on University Education (1948-
49), the Report of the Education Com-
mission (1964-66), the National Knowl-
edge Commission Reports (2006-09)
and the National Skill Development
Initiative (2009). The main objectiveal-
ways being to meet the needs and aspi-
rations of a self-reliant nation com-
mitted todemocracy.

Since Independence the private sec-
tor has played a critical in meeting
aspirations of the sociﬁ industry
demands. Particularly e last two
decadestheprivatesector participation
hasincreaseddramatically,accounting
for 64% of the total number of institu-
tions and 59% of the enrolment in the
country. Although it's established that
thegovernmentalone willnotbeableto
meet thegrowingdemandforhighered-
ucation in the country and achieve 30%
gross enrolment ratio (GER) by 2020,
the entry barriers for private sector re-
mainasstringentasever.

Today, the only way a private entity
can set up universities at the national
level is through the deemed-to-be-uni-
versityrouteunder Section3of the UGC
Act,1956. Thebasicideabehind deemed-
to-be-universities was to promote,
strengthen and bring those institutions
that were doing exemplary work in spe-
cialised academic field comparable to a
university under the purview of Uni-
versity Grants Commission. In the last
onedecade, a few states recognising the
need for private sector participation in
higher education have introduced the
State Private University Bill, which
opens another entry route at state level
buthas its own issues and challenges.

It's interesting to note that in 1970
the number of deemed universities
were only seven, which rose to 130 by
2009. Accordingto2011-12data, almost

-6 lakh students—3%-~were enrolled
vin 130 deemed-to-be:universities:
Most deemed-to-be-universities are
rated by independent accreditation
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Regulations for Deemed Universities

- Creating another entry barrier

UGC regulations make it difficult for private universities to function

bodies and qualify as cen- sis, the following modifi-
tres of excellence in spe- cationsinregulations2010
cific fields and have con- are needed to improve the
tributed immensely in environmentandre-estab-
making our youth em- lish the faith of private
ployable. However, it can- sector in the system:

not be ignored that the (a) Retrospective appli-
rapid approvals of the cation of the regulat'ion
deemed to be universities has caused immense diffi-
has lowered the quality TV cultiesandhardshipforthe
parameters in some insti- established deemed uni-
tutions. Theresponsibili- MOHANDAS PAI versities that have started
ty for such quality dilu- 5 off-campus centres or pro-
tion lies both with the BY 2025, India will grammes prior to May
government and the pri- have 25% of the 2010. More importantly, the
o s - M ot bas
need for bringing appro- workforce. 5 uncertaintiescausedinthe
priate regulations torec- However, India’s minds of employers owing
e, oy - ot i TG

e question remains, should acco
on higher

should the regulations en- Ly those off-campus centres
courage centres of excel. education is just that were set up before reg-
lence to perform better 1,2% of GDP while ulations became effective,
A i, theprivatesector vl 1 e
up to mark to improve ngis 1 ereducation.

their performance or put  0f GDP, totalling (b) The regulations in-
all institutions in one bas- 3% of GDP sulate the mgnaggmem of
ket and regulate in same ~ adeemed university from
parametersirrespectiveof SR thepromotersociety by in-

performance? The industry consensus
is that the regulator must differentiate
between reputed institutions from
those that do not meet minimum (or ba-
sic)standards. Accreditation of institu-
tions and of programmes should be the
basis for such differentiation. Further,
regulations should facilitate appropri-
ategovernance structure in the institu-
tionsthat would allow them toeffective-
ly offer new academic programmes as
per the industry and society’s needs.
Unfortunately, UGC Regulations on
Deemed Universities 2010 impinges on
the autonomy and defeats the very pur-
pose and idea behind the provision in
the UGC Act 1956. Not surprisingly,
theseregulations have been challenged
by several private deemed-to-be-uni-
versities in various courts and are un-
der review by the ministry of human
resource development. There are sev-

eral stringent provisions thatdetersa -

private not-for-profit entity to invest in
the sector. According to a Ficci analy-

sisting that the president of the pro-
motersociety (orhiscloserelative) may
not be the chancellor of the university.
There is no evidence that quality of
governance or education will improve
simply by insulating university’s man-
agement from promotersociety’s influ-
ence. Further, there is no justification
when this is also applicable to those in-
stitutions that have a proven track
record, are highly rated by experts, and
acknowledged by studentsand employ-
ersfortheirquality of education. Toen-
sure transparency, accountability and
quality in governance, every deemed-
to-be-university should be required to
strengthen its board with more inde-
pendent members or directors, as also
adoptacodeof conductforitsboard, its
members, and university administra-
tors including senate members. To en-
sure transparency, the minutes of the
meetings of the board should be put in
publicdomain.

(c) The regulations require all
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deemed-to-be-universities toseek prior
approval of AICTE before offering a
newprogramme, orstartinganexisting
programme in a new centre impinging
on theiracademicautonomy.

(d) Assets transfer of a deemed-to-
be-university to UGC in the eventof se-
rious and continued default is indeed
irrational. Instead, it should mandate
such institution to ensure successful
transfer of their students to another
UGC-approved institution at their
own cost.

(e) Thenew regulations prohibiting
distance education by deemed-to-be-
universities is against the govern-
ment’s own policy of ‘education to
everyone’. Given the potential for dis-
tance education is enormous, partici-
pation by deemed-to-be-universities
should be encouraged with appropri-
ate regulations to effectively monitor
the outcome.

It is our good fortune that India, at
present, isoneof the youngernationsin
the world with over 50% of the popula-
tion in the age-group of 18-30 years. It is
estimated that by about 2025, India will
have 25% of the world’s total workforce.
However, India's public spending on
higher education is just 1.2% of GDP,
while the private sector spending is
1.8% of GDP, totallingto3% of GDP.The
key concern in India today is the cre-
ation of an ‘employable’ workforce in
order to harness its demographic divi-
dend. Several surveys by Ficci have re-
vealed that both public and private em-
ployers as well as students prefer
self-financing private institutions as
they ensure better quality of education
when compared to state-run govern-
ment colleges and aided private col-
leges. The private sector is willing to
play an instrumental role through the
creation of knowledge networks, re-
search and innovation centres, corpo-
rate-backed institutions, and support
for faculty development, provided the
reforms in the sector are implemented
onafast track.

Theauthoris chairman, Ficci Higher
Education Committee, and chairman,
Manipal Global Education Services
Put Ltd



